St. Joseph Catholic Elementary School - WEEK at a
GLANCE – January 8th – 12th
During the month of January, we will be learning and praying about the
Fruits of the Holy Spirit called – “Generosity”
Like us on: Facebook
Monday 8

Tweet us on: Twitter
Tuesday 9

Updates can be found on: School Website

Wednesday 10

Thursday 11

Friday 12

School resumes at
8:20 AM
Breakfast
Program ReOpens at 8:05 AM
Hot Dog Lunch
Posted on Cash
Online

Principal’s Message:
Hello Everyone,
Happy New Year and Welcome Back!!! We hope you all had a wonderful and restful
Christmas Holiday! This week, we will all work together to get our kids (and ourselves)
back into the routines of school. Please read the following message from the ARC
Committee, who spent the last 8 months, examining the Cobourg School Communities:
“Please be advised that the final working meeting of the Cobourg Accommodation
Review Committee (ARC) was held December 18th. The ARC process is now
complete. As a result of the work of the ARC and community consultation, revisions to
the Final Recommendations and Guiding Principles, (as presented at the Public
Meeting held on November 20, 2017 with regard to the proposed closure of St. Michael
CES and boundary changes impacting Notre Dame CES and St. Joseph CES) are
posted on the school board website. You can access the details at the following
link: Cobourg Accommodation Review meeting details”
The Board of Trustees will receive the Final Staff Report on January 23, 2018. A
special board meeting on February 7, 2018 is scheduled for delegations to the Board
of Trustees. Arrangements for delegations must be made through the office of the
Director of Education by January 26, 2018. The Board of Trustees will make a final
decision on the Cobourg Catholic Elementary Schools Accommodation Review at
the February 27th Board meeting
A reminder that our Breakfast Program will re-open on Monday January 8th at 8:05.
Thank you always, for your support of your child’s Catholic Education!
Blessings, Mrs. Brodie 

Looking Ahead…














January 15 – 19 – Kindergarten Registration Week
January 18 – Grade 8 Open House at St. Mary Catholic Secondary School
January 22nd – Hot Dog Day
January 23rd – Dental Screening for JK/SK and Grade 2
January 26th – Mass at our school
January 26th Alt. January 29th – Volleyball at St. Mary CSS
February 2nd – PA Day – No School
February 5th – Pizza Day
February 7th – Graduation Picture Day (Grade 8)
February 19th – Family Day – No School
February 20th – Head Lice checks for whole school
February 20th – Term 1 Report Cards will be sent home
February 22nd – Parent Conferences

Dental Staff will visit your child’s school on

January 23, 2018
Visual dental checks:
 Provide parents with advice on the dental needs of their children
 Provide access to Healthy Smiles Ontario Program
 Help with the development of community dental programs
All students in JK, SK, and Grade 2 will be provided with a check.
 Parents of students in these grades who do NOT want their child checked must contact the
Health Unit at 1-866-888-4577 ext. 1247 with their child’s name, date of birth, school and
grade.
 Parents of students NOT in one of the designated grades can request a check by contacting
the
Health Unit or sending a request to the school.
 Students in the above grades who are identified with urgent treatment needs may be
rescreened at a later date.
Dental checks are conducted by a Registered Dental Hygienist. This check does not
replace your
child’s regular dental visit. You will be advised of your child’s recommended dental needs.
Please contact the Oral Health Department if you have any questions regarding this
program.
Toll Free
1-866-888-4577
Ext. 1247
Personal and personal health information on this form is collected under the authority of the Health Protection and Promotion Act, as
amended, the Regulated Health Professions Act, and the Personal Health Information Protection Act, and will be used for
assessment, management, treatment and reporting purposes. Questions about this collection should be addressed to the Medical
Officer of Health, 200 Rose Glen Road, Port Hope, Ontario, L1A 3V6 toll-free at 1-866-888-4577.

Math Moment…
Thinking Tools for Math
Mathematicians create models with objects and drawings as they are exploring patterns and thinking
their way through problems. In the same way, students of all ages and their educators, model
mathematical concepts to not only share their thinking, but to
help them to do the actual problem-solving. In school, we
often call the objects used ‘manipulatives’ or ‘thinking tools.’
Classrooms have some very specific manipulatives for use,
but a ‘thinking tool’ can be any object that helps to share or
clarify a mathematical idea. These visual models of
mathematical ideas allow us to organize our thinking, solve
problems, and make connections from the concrete through
to the abstract. They also support and enhance our ability to
solve problems with others, talk about, write and
demonstrate our thinking. As students are exploring and
investigating through models and drawings, they are building
their knowledge and solving problems, moving towards a
deeper understanding. They are making connections
between what they know in all areas of mathematics and how they see mathematics in their world.
Math becomes understandable, engaging and relevant.

How can parents support?
You can support your child to use objects and sketches as
‘thinking tools’ to problem-solve when they do math at home.
Ask the following prompting questions:
 “What might help you to think through this problem?”
 “Try showing this with objects or a sketch.”
 “Can you show me what you are seeing in your mind?”
If you are looking for similar tools used in your child’s classroom,
please contact your child’s school, as there are Math Kits available for sign out. They have been put
together keeping in mind the type of learning happening in primary, junior, and intermediate
(elementary and secondary).
In addition, there are virtual tools available through Mathies.ca, a website
designed for Ontario K – 12 students and parents. This website includes
games, learning tools, activities, and additional supports for students to
explore, build and enhance their mathematical thinking. A parent ‘Frequently
Asked Questions’ section includes: “How can I help with the learning of
mathematics?”, “What mathematics activities can we do together?”, “What
digital supports are available?”, and “What additional support is available?”

